A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
They tried to save themselves with the offer of a sum equi-
valent to some two and a half million pounds in our money, as
an alternative to complete ruin; but they were told that the
offer would not be accepted unless they would declare the King
to be "the Protector and only Supreme Head of the Church
and Clergy of England." There was resistance; Archbishop
Warham stood out for an amendment, the addition of the words
" as far as the Law of Christ will allow." Cromwell accepted that
amendment because it might be used to give more time for
coercing the Papal See to grant a divorce.
By May 1531 the whole Church in England—Tunstall,
Bishop of Durham, alone protesting—the two Convocations
representing the whole clerical body in England, had voted,
with their grant of money, that they admitted the King to be
"their single Protector, only and supreme Lord and as far as
the Law of Christ allows supreme Head." Next year Con-
vocation made its last surrender. It consented to make no
canon—that is, to decide on no spiritual order—without leave
from the Government; and Church law should be revised by
a committee half of which was to be composed of laymen and
all of which should be of governmental appointment. This
time there was no serious opposition, the clergy were broken.
Thomas Cromwell, already in control of the Government, was
Chancellor and now as thoroughly in control of the English
Church under the title of Vicar-General.
The Decision to declare the Divorce in England.
The last effort at threatening the Pope into surrender was
made by taking over his revenues in England in order to make
him give way, although he had already solemnly forbidden a
further marriage until his decision should be given. The
Government stepped into the financial place of the Papacy so
far as the English Church was concerned: it received the
first-fruits—that is, the first year's revenue of a bishopric—
which had hitherto been paid to Rome—but it was left open
to the Government to revoke the decision. In this way pressure
could still be put on the Pope: " If you will give way you shall
have your English income again."
The obstacle to the declaring of the divorce in England,
wfaidi policy was now decided on, lay principally in Archbishop
Waifaam, He had wavered, but now that granting a divorce in
England would mean a point-blank repudiation of the authority
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